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Applying prescribed fire in the various PVGs within the inventoried roadless areas could produce 
mortality levels ranging from low (10 percent) to high (40 or 50 percent), depending on PVG and fuel 
loading. 

To use prescribed fire safely, containment lines are needed prior to any prescribed burning to decrease 
fire spread and contain the fire in desired locations. 

Peace Rock Inventoried Roadless Area 
Prescribed fire would be applied in the fall across approximately 685 acres within the Peace Rock 
Inventoried Roadless Area. To implement a prescribed burn safely within this inventoried roadless area,  
a containment line would be needed. The most effective location for this line would be along the 
ridgeline. The East Mountain Trail9 runs east and west along the ridgeline above the area proposed for 
burning. This motorized trail could be enhanced to create an effective containment line. 

Vegetation conditions along this portion of the motorized trail need to be improved due to numerous 
overhead hazards (snags) and abundant dead and down material along the entire length of the trail 
system (figure 8A and B). 

 
Figure 8. A) Fuel loading along East Mountain Trail, and B) Snags and dead and down material along the trail 

Removing snags along the containment line would minimize firefighter exposure while working along 
this section of the motorized trail. Thinning trees less than 8 inches diameter at breast height within the 
prescribed fire boundary would reduce ladder fuels. Failure to reduce ladder fuels could contribute to 
crown fire spread along the line and increase the likelihood of an escaped fire. 

The preliminary proposal was to reduce fuels 100 feet in width (50 feet on either side) along the East 
Mountain Trail. Early feedback from interested parties and stakeholders indicated this level of fuel 
reduction along the trail was not desirable given roadless characteristics considerations. The Forest 
Service conducted additional field reconnaissance and determined fire containment objectives could 
likely be accomplished by reducing fuels approximately 50 feet in width (widths on each side of the trail 
may vary), except for specific locations along the trail that may be up to, but would not to exceed, 60 
feet in width to include dense pockets of regeneration along the outer portion of the containment line. 

                                                            
9 The East Mountain Trail is designated by the Boise National Forest Motor Vehicle Use Map as a motorized trail for 
motorcycles, all-terrain vehicles, and utility-terrain vehicles under 50 inches in width. 
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Reducing the heavy concentration of dead and downed surface fuels along the containment line would 
increase its effectiveness during prescribed fire implementation. 

This containment line would be constructed along the trail with a combination of mechanical falling of 
snags, followed by hand thinning and pruning of smaller trees (figure 9B). A recent survey along the East 
Mountain Trail estimated approximately 10 to 35 snags per acre on average, and may exceed these 
numbers (50 or more per acre) in denser areas (figure 9A). Mechanical treatment (feller-buncher) is 
proposed to mechanically remove and pile snags. Mechanically removing and piling snags would first 
and foremost reduce the exposure of firefighters to the risk of hand falling, but would also substantially 
reduce the cost associated with conducting this work. Once trees are felled, the feller-buncher would 
place all cut material into piles for future burning. 

 
Figure 9. A) Snags along the East Mountain Trail, and B) Dense regeneration along the East Mountain Trail 

Stony Meadows Inventoried Roadless Area 
Prescribed fire would be applied in early spring or late fall across approximately 227 acres within the 
Stony Meadows Inventoried Roadless Area. A containment line would be constructed along the southern 
portion of National Forest System trail 106. Treatments would consist of hand felling hazard trees and 
thinning trees generally less than 8 inches diameter at breast height, along with pruning of larger trees. 

Road Maintenance, Construction, and Decommissioning 
Road maintenance activities to facilitate wood product removal would occur on approximately 56 miles 
of National Forest System roads throughout the project area (table 1). Road maintenance includes road 
blading, vegetation clearing, ditch clearing, culvert clearing or replacement, waterbar removal and 
installation, and surface repair including aggregate placement. 

Preliminary logging system analysis indicates approximately 18 miles of temporary roads would be 
needed to access treatment areas. Established road prisms would be used where they exist. All 
temporary roads would be decommissioned upon completion of the project activities. 

Landings, skid trails, and temporary roads created or used during project implementation would be 
reclaimed in the following manner: 

Landings: Constructed landings would be closed to public use and may be reshaped to provide 
adequate drainage, ripped to a depth of 12 to 18 inches, slash scattered to achieve a minimum of 50 
percent surface coverage, and revegetated. If needed, barriers, such as rock, earthen berms, or large 
coarse woody debris would be placed to deter unauthorized use. 


